








On The Water

James Holland

During his patrols Altamaha Riverkeeper James Holland takes
time to capture photographs of the wildlife and beauty around
him. Charles Agnew, director of the Middle Georgia College
Peacock Gallery, which featured Holland’s photographs in March,
said of the work, “James Holland’s superb sense of composition
and accentuating colors will definitely draw in the viewer and
make him or her want to see more of the amazing detail that the
Altamaha River watershed has to offer.”
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Case has
Local Implications Around Nation

The Exxon Baton Rouge
(smaller ship) attempting
to offload crude oil from

the Exxon Valdez on March
26, 1989. Oil from the spill
impacted 1,500 square miles
of Alaskan shoreline.

n February 26, 2008 the U.S. Supreme
OCourt heard oral argument on the case

surrounding the Exxon Valdez oil spill. In
1987 the tanker Exxon Valdez spilled 30 to 35 mil-
lion gallons of Alaskan crude oil into Prince Wil-
liam Sound. The Court will hear arguments from
Exxon why it should escape the $5 billion liability
award imposed by an Anchorage jury in 1994. The
High Court’s decision holds relevance for oil spill
prevention and clean-up everywhere.
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“The issue is whether we will hold oil compa-
nies responsible for the safety of their ships,” said
Waterkeeper Alliance President Steve Fleischli.
“If Exxon avoids responsibility for this tragic but
preventable accident it will increase the risk to ev-
ery waterbody and coastline in the nation from oil
tanker traffic”

Among other claims, Exxon has argued that an
1818 maritime case known as the Amiable Nancy
insulates shippers from the damages incurred by
their vessel captains. That case hinged on the fact
that ships of that era typically left port for years at a
time with no contact with the vessel owner; today’s
modern communications obviously create changed
circumstances.

“The Exxon Valdez oil spill showed that oil
is considerably more toxic in the long term than
scientists previously thought,” said Alaska-based
Prince William Soundkeeper Jennifer Gibbons.
“The once lucrative herring fisheries of Prince Wil-
liam Sound are now gone and 20 years after the
spill, along hundreds of miles of coastline, you can
still scoop oil up with your fingers”

Through countless appeals and legal maneuver-
ing, Exxon lawyers have whittled down the original
$5 billion jury verdict to $2.5 billion, and Exxon is
now asking the Supreme Court to disallow that
award under U.S. maritime law and the Clean Wa-
ter Act. In 2007, Exxon recorded the highest prof-
its of any U.S. corporation ever, pulling in $40.6
billion — or more than $1,287 of profit for every
second of 2007.

For background information on the Exxon Val-
dez oil spill, see: www.wholetruth.net or H20il, the
summer 2007 issue of Waterkeeper magazine. W

www.waterkeeper.org
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StormCon, the world’s largest stormwater pollution prevention st©rchn 1

conference’ Works to Stop runOff at the source. The North American Surface Water Quality Conference & Exposition

You can help us protect your waterways by sending StormCon ugus .

invitations to your peers at www.stormcon/invite. Orlando World Center Marriott
Orlando, FL, USA

Stormwater, the Journal for Surface Water Quality Professionals, www.stormcon.com

is the premier publication on runoff pollution prevention. To

subscribe to this free bimonthly journal visit www.stormh20.com. Presented by Stormwater

The Official Journal of StormCon
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>7> Earth Day Online Auction

Join us April 15th — 29th, 2008 at www.charitybuzz.com

Bid on amazing, once-in-a-lifetime auction experiences to support Waterkeeper Alliance

www.charitybuzz.com

Experiences include a day on the set of Damages with Glenn Close, an exclusive membership to
The Common Good, VIP tickets to The Ellen DeGeneres Show and The Daily Show, white water rafting trips,
a day of filming for Daryl Hannah’s environmental blog and much more!

charitybuzz
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